
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Rubrics (A liturgical suite) Locklair 
              “Silence May be Kept” | “The Peace May be Exchanged” 

* HYMN 141  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  Deo Gracias  

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: A new day has begun. 

People: A fresh start is granted to us. 

Leader: Today you have the opportunity to do something new. 

People: Christ is entering our lives in a new way. 

Leader: Come, let us worship Christ. 

People: Christ overcame death to give us new life! 

INTROIT        Richard Proulx 

The Lord is King! He is robed with majesty. Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and 
every eye will see him.  
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MINUTE FOR MISSION  Bruce Forshee 

MINUTE FOR MUSIC  David Macfarlane  

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, the life of Jesus and the manner of his death 
demonstrated that there was literally no limit to your love. Forgive us 
when we contribute to disunity or conflict in any of our relationships 
with one another.  Forgive us for believing that we can deal with 
problems in our own strength.  Remind us that God will keep us  
and protect us always.  Make us holy, and empower us to be faithful 
witnesses of the truth of the gospel as long as we live. In the name of 
Jesus, our Lord and our Savior, we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  
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* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 443 O Christ, the Great Foundation  Aurelia 

  + Children leave for Church School Classes.  
Middle and High School youth remain for worship.  + 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 1 

ANTHEM            Blessed Are You, O Lord Our God   Kenneth Jennings 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, for in your wisdom you have 
formed us. You feed the hungry and clothe the naked. We bless you and praise you 
name forever. You set free those who are bound. You raise up those whose courage 
falters. You provide for our every need. Accept our grateful praises. You have called us 
from all peoples. We rejoice and bless your name forever. You bless your people with 
peace. We praise your loving grace. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 1:15-17,21-26 

SERMON                     “Coin Toss”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY O Clap Your Hands (Psalm 47) Vaughan Williams 

O clap your hands, all ye people: 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
For the Lord most high is terrible: 
He is a great King over all the earth. 

  God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 



  

 

Sing praises to God, sing praises unto our King, sing praises.  
For God is the King of all the earth; 
Sing ye praises, everyone that hath understanding. 
God reigneth over the heathen: 
God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 
Sing praises unto our King.  
Sing praises. 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 145  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!  Marion 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE “…’Hallelujah,’ Has Been Restored…” Locklair 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Composer Dan Locklair (b. 1949) is one of the most widely performed contemporary 
American composers. The extra-musical impetus and titles for each movement of  
Rubrics are found in the instructions (rubrics) to the services for The Book of Common 
Movements from Rubrics were heard at the Washington National Cathedral funeral 
service of President Ronald Reagan in 2004. Kenneth Jennings (b. 1925) was the 
third conductor of the famed St. Olaf Choir and served on the faculty there from  
1953-1990 and was the first to lead the choir away from exclusively unaccompanied 
repertoire. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958) was a great-nephew of Charles 
Darwin. He studied the piano and violin at the Royal College of Music, and music and 
history at Cambridge. He was a major contributor to the collection of English folk song, 
and also composed works in all the major genres. Despite his substantial involvement in 
church music, and the religious subject-matter of many of his works, he was described by 
his second wife as ‘an atheist who later drifted into a cheerful agnosticism.’ O Clap  
Your Hands dates from 1920 with text for SATB chorus. Originally orchestrated for 
organ, brass, and percussion, the work fills a great cathedral with joyous sounds.  The 
piece is typical of Vaughan Williams’ ceremonial works for the church. 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Psalm 1 (NRSV) 
 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,  
or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they  
meditate day and night. 
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit  
in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they 
prosper. 
4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 
6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish. 
 
Acts 1:15-17,21-26 (NRSV) 
 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together  
the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 
16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for  



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Eddie Farrell & Andrew Platek, Co-Captains 
             Avery DiMaria      Rachel Kumor           Nick Rameshwar 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning Joy Okorie. Joy is a 12th grader, whose   
favorite subject is Trigonometry.  She is active in the Youth Group and  
Scripture Study, and has been a member in the church since she was a  
toddler. She plays basketball for enjoyment and prepares hair and nails for 
others. Joy is a senior at Paramus Catholic high school and will be graduating  
this coming June.  
 
 
 

those who arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.”  
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that  
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism  
of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




